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anyone on these matters. If all of you agree that I have not, you will
see that the other charges against me must be equally false.
"My accusers say, moreover, that I undertake to educate men
and demand payment of money in return. This, again, is false. Even
if it were true, I see nothing wrong in it. There are many teachers
among us who ask to be paid for their work. If they do their teaching
well and are paid for it, I see no dishonour in that. If we owned an
animal, we would engage a man to train it and pay him for his work.
Why then should we not teach our children to be good, to do their duty
as citizens? And if we found a teacher who might lead them along
the right path, why should we not pay him ? But, speaking for myself,
I have not had the opportunity to be such a teacher.
"You may well ask me, 6If you have no faults, why is it that so many
accusations are brought against you? If you have done nothing to
mislead the people why are these accusations made against you and
not against someone else?5 This would not be an unfair question to
ask. I shall endeavour to show why these charges have been brought
against me. Perhaps you think that I am jesting. Be assured, however,
that I speak nothing but the truth. The reason for their accusations
is that I possess a certain wisdom. If you ask, 'What kind of wisdom?'
I can only say that, although it be but human wisdom, even the oracle1
has said that I have more of it than others.
"Though these are the words of the oracle, I did not readily believe
them. Accordingly, I went to one reputed to be the wisest among us.
I asked him a few questions and discovered that his was only a pretence
to knowledge, I make no such claim. To that extent, therefore, I must
be wiser than he^is. For he who knows the extent of his own ignorance
is wiser than another who does not. But when I proved his ignorance
to that learned man, he came to bear me a grudge. Then I went to
another person of learning. He also laid claim to knowledge which
was only a cover for his ignorance. I proved the truth to him and thus
made an enemy of him. I approached a large number of men in this
manner, and all of them tried to shield their ignorance. I showed to
each one of them how ignorant he was and so incurred his displeasure.
I observed that the greater the pretence to knowledge the greater in
fact the darkness. I also came to realize that true knowledge consists
in being aware of how utterly ignorant one is.
"I went to many a poet and many an artisan. I found that a large
number of poets could not explain the meaning of their compositions.
The artisans were certainly superior [to me] in virtue of their skill, but
out of pride in their skill, they assumed themselves to be wiser than
others in-other matters as well. All of them are really steeped in
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